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The Gift of Reading  
 

One in four children across London has fewer than ten                   
books of their own at home. ​​Growing up in a home packed                       
with books has a large effect on literacy in later life –                       
according to new research, led by Dr Joanna Sikora of                   
Australian National University 
 
At Ryefield we want to ensure that every child has the best                       
possible start in life and reading has been shown to be ​THE                       

main factor for an individual to realise their dreams and aspirations. We are passionate                           
about books and, this year, are trying to establish a reading culture across the school. A                               
new reciprocal guided reading scheme has been put in place across KS2, over 2000 new,                             
nearly new and donated books have been placed into classrooms and we are setting                           
children the challenge of reading some of our recommended books via the gold star                           
scheme.  
 
Your children may have spoken about the short story dispenser (we had the only one in the                                 
UK) which dispensed different stories at the push of a button. Over the autumn term 1554                               
stories were printed! This breaks down as: 

● 5659 minutes of continuous reading  
● Or 95 hours of continuous reading  
● Or nearly 4 whole days of non-stop reading! 

 
The machine was a great launchpad for establishing our reading culture but we are                           
ambitious for more. We also want children to have a love of reading out of school. In the                                   
age of tablets, mobile phones and games consoles this can be a challenge. We are deeply                               
grateful to the London Children’s Book Project who have donated nearly 900 books which                           
will be used to allow ​your child​​ to choose one book to take home as theirs forever.   
In the last week of term ​all of the children in the school will visit Pankhurst to browse                                   
Ryefield’s ‘pop-up book shop’. After browsing they will be presented with a golden coin                           
which can be used to purchase a book of their choice. This book is theirs to keep and we                                     
hope that they enjoy it over the Christmas break.   

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Booklet given to all KS2 parents - Keep Your Child Safe in a 
Digital World 
 
Should Father Christmas present your children with a tablet, laptop, pc or mobile device                           
please take some time to read the magazine which has been given to your child to take                                 
home. It is packed with great tips, advice and guidance on how to keep your child safe in a                                     
digital world.   
 
 
Tracksuits for PE 
 
Please ensure you send a tracksuit and warm top for your child to wear whilst                             
doing outdoor PE. It is part of our school uniform requirements, which clearly                         
states: 
• Trainers (KS2) / plimsolls (KS1) 
• Shorts - royal blue 
• White T-shirt – plain or with Ryefield logo 
•  Navy blue/black tracksuit in winter  
 

 
Vanguard Learning Trust (VLT)  
 
The four cross-phase (Key Stage 2 (KS2) and Key Stage 3 (KS3)) projects have been                             
established with a number of local primary schools joining one or more of the projects                             
which are focused on students’ oracy, metacognition, narrowing the gap and transition                       
between KS2 and KS3.   
 
The first VLT Christmas concert is on ​Wednesday 19th December 2018 at 4:30pm in All                             
Saints Church​​, 2 Ryefield Avenue, Uxbridge, UB10 9BT. Ruislip High School’s Year 7 choir is                             
performing as well as one of our Year 13 students who is giving a solo performance.   
 
The two secondary schools are working closely on establishing strong partnerships                     
between curriculum areas, starting with the core subjects and ensuring sixth form students                         
are fully prepared for linear A Levels. A VLT safeguarding board has also been established                             
led by an experienced trustee; I am sure this will ensure good practice is shared between                               
schools and a peer-review process is being developed for the summer term. A Trust-wide                           
conference has been agreed on Friday 22nd November 2019 which will allow staff to                           
collaborate together on improvement priorities across the Trust.  
 
 
 

 



Friends of Ryefield Christmas Shop - Tuesday 18th December 
 
This year’s Friends of Ryefield Christmas Shop will be on Tuesday 18th December. Children                           
should bring money into school in a named purse/wallet or envelope. There will be                           
presents available to purchase ranging from £1.50 to £5.00. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



School Lunches  

 
If you have unpaid fees for lunch - please ensure that your account is settled.  Your child 

will not receive a school lunch until their sQuid account has credit! 
  

If sQuid does not allow you to order due to owed funds then it is your responsibility to 
provide your child(ren) a packed lunch.   

  
Please note that this does not apply to children in the Early Years (Reception) and KS1 

(Years 1 and 2) as you automatically receive Universal Infant Free School Meals or families 
who receive free school meals in KS2 (Years 3-6) 

  
Are you eligible for Free School Meals and access to the Pupil Premium? 

Visit:​​ ​​https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims​​ ​to check for eligibility 
 
 
 
 

Dates For Your Diary 
 

Monday 17th December  KS1 Carol Concert - 2.30pm - Parents welcome 

Tuesday 18th December Friends of Ryefield Christmas Shop (all day) 

Wednesday 19th December KS1 Christmas Parties 

Wednesday 19th December   Vanguard Learning Trust - Christmas Celebration   

@ All Saints Church - 4.30pm - 6.00pm - all welcome 

Friday 21​​st​​ December    End of Term 

KS1 finishes @ 1.30pm/KS2 finishes @ 1.35pm 

Monday 7th January INSET Day - NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 

Tuesday 8th January TERMS STARTS 

 

 

https://myfreeschoolmeals.com/
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

